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Saving the Lives of Children under 5 in 42 Low Income Countries: The 
Estimated Impact of Improved Technology vs. Improved Service Utilizationp p gy p
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Innovation? MultiInnovation? Multi--disciplinary disciplinary p yp y
Research Matters!Research Matters!
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Using Applied Scientific Research:Using Applied Scientific Research:
Improved Results for Pilot PatientsImproved Results for Pilot Patients

Patients in new (evidence-based) hip and 
knee care path in Alberta:knee care path in Alberta:

Had reduced waits: consultation cut to 21 days from 
145 and surgery cut to 37 days from 290
Benefited from decreased wait 
Experienced improved quality of life
Received safe treatment
Were involved and accountable
Were generally more satisfied than control patientsWere generally more satisfied than control patients



12 Months 12 Months –– Lasting BenefitsLasting Benefits
For pilot patients in new pathFor pilot patients in new path

Benefited more than control patientsp
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Institutional and Cultural Hurdles Institutional and Cultural Hurdles 
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Breaking Down BarriersBreaking Down Barriersgg

The First Law of  Economists: For every economist, there 
exists an equal and opposite economist. 

The Second Law of  Economists: They're both wrong. 



Investing in Health





What Needs to Change?What Needs to Change?What Needs to Change?What Needs to Change?
Researchers need to build positive Researchers need to build positive esea c e s eed to bu d pos t eesea c e s eed to bu d pos t e
relationships with policyrelationships with policy--makersmakers

There needs to be cultural change on the There needs to be cultural change on the 
part of decisionpart of decision--makers where research is makers where research is 
not viewed as threatening but an not viewed as threatening but an not viewed as threatening but an not viewed as threatening but an 
important part of the evidence base important part of the evidence base 
needed for quality improvement and needed for quality improvement and 
excellence in governance and decisionexcellence in governance and decision--
makingmaking


